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know, is the species ? Is it somehow an entity, or
being, that it has a Good ? "

" No," he replied, " it is merely, of course, a
general name for the individuals ; only for all the
individuals taken together, not one by one or in
groups."

" The Good of the species, then, is the Good of
all the individuals taken together."

"Yes."

"But" I said, "how can that be? It is good
for the species, according to you, that certain indi-
viduals should be eliminated, or should sink to the
bottom, or whatever else their fate may be. But is
that also good for the individual in question ? "

" I don't know about that," he replied, " and I
don't see that it matters. I only say that it is good
for the species."

" But they are part of the species ; so that if it is
good for the species it is good for them."

" No! for the Good of the species consists in the
selection of the best individuals. It is indifferent to
all the rest"

" Then by the Good of the species you mean the
good of the selected individuals ? "

" Not exactly; I mean it is good that those
individuals should be selected."

" But good for whom, if not for them ? For the
individuals who are eliminated? Or for you who
look on ? Or perhaps, for God ? "

" God !    No 1    I mean good, simply good."

"I'm afraid I don't understand," I said. "Does
Good then hang, as it were, in the air, being Good
for nobody at all ? "